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Dogs in Conservation

Conservation detection dogs are up to 40 times more efficient than human searchers at developing population and habitat data.

ÅCarcass detection

ÅLive animal detection

ÅScat detection

ÅProduct of animal origin detection

ÅPlant detection

ÅDisease detection



Why dogs?

ÅDogs have up to 300 million scent 
receptors in their noses

ÅAbility to cover large areas and over 
rough or inaccessible terrain 

ÅSearch quickly with minimal disturbance 
to wildlife

ÅHigh drive and energy means always 
eager to work and do not give up 



Live animal detection

How to  be  sure of  hedgehog absence before building projects, bush pruning or clearing events?BERGER, ANNE. Leibniz Institute for Zoo and 
Wildlife Research, Dept. of Evolutionary Ecology

Wildlife detection dogs can be used 
to detect hidden hedgehog nests. 

The dogs can work during the day in 
both summer and winter. As the 
hedgehogs stay in their nests at 
these times, a systematic search is 
possible.



Marine surveys

ÅLarge whales are logistically difficult to live 
capture for sampling.

ÅFaecal based analysis is a useful tool but 
this was previously limited by the low 
number of samples collected.

ÅCollection rates improved by up to 4x with 
the use of detection dogs.

Faecal sampling using detection dogs to study reproduction and health in North Atlantic right whales (Eubalaenaglacialis). ROSALIND M. 
ROLLAND. J. CETACEAN RES. MANAGE. 8(2):121�t125, 2006


